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what parks do you visit most?
The 
Neponset River 
Greenway 
is a community 
favorite. 
 

Pope John Paul II Park

Franklin Park

Roberts Park

Garvey Park

Malibu Beach
Doherty-Gibson Playground

Arnold Arboretum

Byrne Playground

Walsh Playground

Ronan Park

Torrey Street Garden

Ripley Playground

Hemmenway Playground

Dorchester YMCA

Dorchester Shores Reservation 

Toohing Playground

Savin Hill Park

Nightingale Community Garden

McMorrow Playground

Joseph Finnegan Park 

Jamaica Pond

Forest HIlls Cemetery

Bullard Community Garden 

Brook Farm

Boston Nature Center

Reverend Loesch Family Park 

5 10 15# of responses



Physical amenities are valued most.
Why do you love your favorite parks ?

“Public and Accessible”

“It’s pretty”

“It has tons of trees”

“It helps me calm down”

“A tiny trail for walking and a park for kids”

Access

Aesthetic

Natural Amenity

Health

Physical Amenity



What stops you from visiting parks & open spaces near your home?

Travel time is the most significant Travel time is the most significant 
barrier to visiting parks  barrier to visiting parks  

It takes too much time to get there

The spaces near me do not feel safe

Those close to me do not have 
the things I want

I don’t know where they are

I prefer to spend time inside

The spaces near me 
are not well cared for

41 %

22 %

22 %

22 %

16 %

12 %



Those who experience 
multiple barriers feel...

The spaces near me do not feel safe

It takes too much time to get there

first barrier

second barrier

third barrier



Active Recreation is most desired.
I wish I had a place in my neighborhood to...

“Not enough bike trails and blue bike stations nearby”

“meet local moms and kids

“Relax & write while surrounded by beautiful gardens”

“Compost and gardening education for schools

“Rollerblade & Bike Trail”

Safety

Access/Transport

Improving Food Systems

Community Building

Active Recreation

“For kids to play safely”

Passive Recreation


